
A NOTE FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Of all the nations, IMAGINATION is my favorite one ....

The CTE of Summer 2021 is a CTE that we never imagined.

I mean, we did imagine CTE 2020, didn’t we?  Even at the end of our 2019 summer
season, as we put Sparkle Plenty back in her home and even as we shared good-bye
hugs, we looked forward to Summer 2020. When we opened registration in February
2020, we had plans. We had plans that included summer fun and Shrek and
Shakespeare and 200 kids and art and music and dance and theatre and… and then
we stopped. We stopped, as we realized that CTE 2020 simply could not happen.  We
just … stopped.

It’s been hard, right? In a variety of ways for a variety of people it’s been tough, and
sometimes it’s been hard to imagine a return to “normal”, hard to hope for a return to the
familiar routines of our everyday lives, let alone a summer filled with fun, friends and
theatre.

And yet, here we are, almost two years since those 2019 good-bye hugs, at a CTE we
never imagined. We never imagined virtual performances or social distancing or theatre
with masks.  But as we began to imagine how right it might feel to be together again
doing the same work, having the same fun, and letting the same magic of the arts work
on us all in a very different way, we knew we had to try.  And here we are. Imagine that!

I’m grateful to our CTE Board, our faculty, our interns and our CTE kids and families for
daring to try something new, challenging (and at times a little stressful)!  It’s been so
good to be together again, laughing, singing, dancing, creating art and opening our
hearts to the joy that making theatre brings to us. It’s been better than we ever could
have imagined, and we’re already looking forward to CTE 2022! It’s my favorite place to
be - Imagination!

Kathy Dorgan, July 30th 2021


